
 

 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS                                   City Council 
                October 24, 2017 
 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Jeff Boynton, City Manager 
 
ORIGINATED BY: Gabriel Bautista, City Planner  
 
SUBJECT:  SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 700 

APPROVING ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 47 AND 
RELATED MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS, PROHIBITING 
ALL MEDICAL AND NON-MEDICAL COMMERCIAL CANNABIS 
ACTIVITY, PROHIBITING OUTDOOR CULTIVATION, AND 
REGULATING INDOOR CANNABIS CULTIVATION, 
CONSISTENT WITH STATE LAW  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
On October 9, 2015, Governor Brown signed Assembly Bill No. 243, Assembly Bill No. 
266, and Senate Bill 643 into law, which were collectively known as the Medical 
Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (hereinafter “MCRSA”).  While the MCRSA 
established a State licensing system for commercial medical cannabis uses, it 
continued to require that all such businesses have a local license or permit to operate.  
The MCRSA also allowed the City to completely prohibit commercial medical cannabis 
activities. 
 
On November 8, 2016, California voters approved the Control, Regulate and Tax Adult 
Use of Marijuana Act (“AUMA”).  The AUMA grants State agencies the authority to 
create, issue, renew, discipline, suspend, or revoke licenses for cannabis businesses.  
The AUMA provides that a State licensing authority shall not approve an application for 
a State license for commercial non-medical cannabis activity if approval of the State 
license will violate the provisions of any local ordinance. 
 
On June 27, 2017, the Governor signed into law Senate Bill 94 which repealed the 
MCRSA, included certain provisions of the MCRSA in the licensing provisions of the 
AUMA, and created a single regulatory process for medical and non-medical cannabis 
known as the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act 
(“MAUCRSA”).  The MAUCRSA continues to grant local jurisdictions control over 
whether commercial cannabis activity can occur in their jurisdiction and prohibits the 
State licensing authority from approving a State license for commercial cannabis activity 
if approval of the State license will violate the provisions of any local regulation. 
   
As a result of the above legislative actions, and in order to provide the City with 
immediate protection from the potential establishment of marijuana/cannabis uses and 
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activities, these uses have been temporarily regulated by the city through the adoption 
of Interim Ordinances No.’s 677-U, 679-U, 685-U, 686-U and 687-U. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Since the time remaining on the interim ordinances will expire soon, the proposed 
ordinance will establish permanent regulations to prohibit commercial 
marijuana/cannabis uses from legally establishing within the City.  The ordinance will 
also regulate certain marijuana/cannabis activities that the City is now obligated to allow 
as a result of the adopted legislation. 
 
The ordinance under consideration proposes to add a new Chapter 9.132, “Cannabis 
Prohibition and Regulations,” to Title 9 of the La Mirada Municipal Code (LMMC).  The 
new chapter will establish definitions for certain terms, list prohibited activities, and list 
exceptions and penalties for violations of these regulations. 
 
The proposed ordinance will also repeal Chapter 21.48 “Medical Marijuana 
Dispensaries,” of Title 21 of the LMMC and replace it with a new Chapter 21.48 
“Commercial Cannabis and Cultivation.”  The new chapter will establish definitions for 
certain terms, list prohibited uses, regulate indoor cultivation, provide exceptions to 
certain regulations and provide penalties for violations. 
 
On October 10, 2017, the City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing, affirmed 
the exemption from the California Environmental Quality Act and approved the first 
reading of the proposed ordinance. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
It is recommended the City Council accept for second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 
700 adding a new Chapter 9.132, “Cannabis Prohibition and Regulations,” to Title 9 of 
the LMMC; repealing Chapter 21.48 “Medical Marijuana Dispensaries,” of Title 21 of the 
LMMC; and adding a new Chapter 21.48 “Commercial Cannabis and Cultivation” to title 
21 of the LMMC, consistent with state law. 
 



 

ORDINANCE NO. 700 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LA MIRADA APPROVING ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT NO. 47 AND RELATED MUNICIPAL CODE 
AMENDMENTS, PROHIBITING ALL MEDICAL AND NON-
MEDICAL COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITY, 
PROHIBITING OUTDOOR CULTIVATION, AND 
REGULATING INDOOR CANNABIS CULTIVATION, 
CONSISTENT WITH STATE LAW  

A. Recitals and Findings.  The City Council of the City of La Mirada makes the 
following findings in support of Zoning Ordinance Amendment (“ZOA”) No. 47 and 
related Municipal Code amendments herein: 

(i)  The City of La Mirada, California (“City”) is a municipal corporation, duly 
organized under the constitution and laws of the State of California. 

(ii)  The City Council has heretofore adopted Interim Ordinance Nos. 677-U, 
679-U, 685-U, 686-U and 687-U, thereby prohibiting medical and non-
medical commercial cannabis activities in all zones of the City, to the 
maximum extent permitted by law. 

(iii)  On October 9, 2015, Governor Brown signed Assembly Bill 243, Assembly 
Bill 266, and Senate Bill 643 into law, which were collectively known as the 
Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (hereinafter “MCRSA”).  The 
MCRSA established a State licensing process for commercial medical 
cannabis uses, while protecting local control by requiring that all such 
businesses have a local license or permit to operate in addition to a State 
license.  The MCRSA allowed the City to completely prohibit commercial 
medical cannabis activities.   

(iv)   On November 8, 2016, California voters approved the Control, Regulate 
and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act (“AUMA”).  The AUMA added Division 
10 to the California Business and Professions Code, sections 26000, et 
seq., which grants State agencies the authority to create, issue, renew, 
discipline, suspend, or revoke licenses for cannabis businesses.  The 
AUMA provides that the State shall begin issuing licenses to cannabis 
businesses under Division 10 of the California Business and Professions 
Code by January 1, 2018.  California Business and Professions Code 
section 26055(e) provides that a State licensing authority shall not approve 
an application for a State license for commercial non-medical cannabis 
activity if approval of the State license will violate the provisions of any local 
ordinance.   

(v)   On June 27, 2017, the Governor signed into law Senate Bill 94 which 
repealed the MCRSA, included certain provisions of the MCRSA in the 
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licensing provisions of the AUMA, and created a single regulatory scheme 
for both medical and non-medical cannabis known as the Medicinal and 
Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (“MAUCRSA”).  The 
MAUCRSA retains the provisions of the MCRSA and the AUMA that 
granted local jurisdictions control over whether commercial cannabis 
activity can occur in a particular jurisdiction.  Specifically, California 
Business and Professions Code section 26200 provides that the 
MAUCRSA shall not be interpreted to supersede or limit the authority of a 
local jurisdiction to adopt and enforce local ordinances that completely 
prohibit the establishment or operation of one or more businesses licensed 
under the State, within that local jurisdiction.  Furthermore, the MAUCRSA 
provides that a State licensing authority shall not approve an application for 
a State license for a business to engage in commercial cannabis activity if 
approval of the State license will violate the provisions of any local 
ordinance or regulation.  The MAUCRSA requires that a State licensing 
authority begin issuing licenses to marijuana businesses beginning January 
1, 2018.  The MAUCRSA also requires that a city provide a copy of its 
ordinance regarding commercial cannabis activity to the Bureau of 
Cannabis Control. 

(vi)   On September 21, 2017, the Planning Commission of the City of La Mirada 
conducted and concluded a properly noticed public hearing regarding ZOA 
No. 47.  At the conclusion of the Planning Commission hearing, the 
Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. P-06-17 recommending that 
the City Council adopt the ZOA No. 47. 

(vii)   On October 10, 2017, the City Council of the City of La Mirada conducted 
and concluded a properly noticed public hearing regarding ZOA No. 47, as 
well as related Municipal Code amendments. 

(viii)   All legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Ordinance have occurred. 

B. Ordinance. 
   
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of La Mirada does ordain as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. The facts set forth in the Recitals, Part A, above, are true 
and correct. 

SECTION 2. Environmental Determination.  ZOA No. 47 is 
considered a “project” pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(“CEQA”) and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR § 15000, et seq.).  The 
project is considered exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 
the project to prohibit commercial cannabis activity will have a significant effect 
on the environment.  The project will not result in a permanent alteration of 
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property or the construction of any new or expanded structures.  Therefore, the 
project by itself does not result in any physical changes in the environment.  The 
project is also eligible for a Class 5 categorical exemption for minor changes in 
land use limitations with an average slope of less than 20% that do not result in 
any changes in land use or density.  Since the project is prohibiting all 
commercial cannabis uses, it will not result in changes in land use or density and 
will not have a significant environmental impact.  The project is therefore also 
exempt from the environmental review requirements of CEQA pursuant to 
Section 15305 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. 

SECTION 3.  The proposed amendments to the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance set forth herein are consistent with and conform to the General Plan of 
the City. 

 SECTION 4. A new Chapter 9.132 is hereby added to Title 9 (Public 
Peace, Morals and Safety) of the La Mirada Municipal Code to read as follows: 

“CHAPTER 9.132 CANNABIS PROHIBITIONS AND REGULATIONS 

Section 9.132.010: Definitions. 
Section 9.132.020: Prohibited activities. 
Section 9.132.030: Exceptions. 
Section 9.132.040: Violation and penalty. 

9.132.010 Definitions.  

For purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings set forth in the MAUCRSA and otherwise as set forth below: 

“Cannabis” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa linnaeus, Cannabis 
indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin, 
whether crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin.  
“Cannabis” also means the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from 
cannabis.  “Cannabis” includes cannabis that is used for medical, non-medical, or other 
purposes.  “Cannabis” does not include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced 
from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks (except the 
resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant which is 
incapable of germination.  “Cannabis” also does not include industrial hemp, as defined 
in California Health and Safety Code section 11018.5. 

“Cannabis product” means cannabis that has undergone a process whereby the 
plant material has been transformed into a concentrate, including, but not limited to, 
concentrated cannabis, or an edible or topical product containing cannabis or 
concentrated cannabis and other ingredients. 
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“Commercial cannabis activity” means the cultivation, possession, manufacture, 
distribution, processing, storing, laboratory testing, packaging, labeling, transportation, 
delivery or sale of cannabis and cannabis product for medical, non-medical, or any 
other purpose and includes the activities of any business licensed by the State or other 
government entity under Division 10 of the California Business and Professions Code, 
or any provision of State law that regulates the licensing of cannabis businesses.  
Commercial cannabis activity does not include the cultivation, possession, storage, 
manufacturing, or transportation of cannabis by a qualified patient for his or her 
personal medical use so long as the qualified patient does not provide, donate, sell or 
distribute cannabis to any other person.  Commercial cannabis activity also does not 
include the cultivation, possession, storage, manufacturing, transportation, donation or 
provision of cannabis by a primary caregiver, exclusively for the personal medical 
purposes of no more than five specified qualified patients for whom he or she is the 
primary caregiver, but who does not receive remuneration for these activities except for 
compensation in full compliance with California Health and Safety Code section 
11362.765. 

“Concentrated cannabis” means manufactured cannabis that has undergone a 
process to concentrate one or more active cannabinoids, thereby increasing the 
product’s potency.  Resin from granular trichomes from a cannabis plant is a 
concentrate.  

“Cultivation” means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, 
drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis. 

“Delivery” means the commercial transfer of cannabis or cannabis products to a 
customer.  “Delivery” also includes the use by a retailer of any technology platform 
owned and controlled by the retailer intended to result in the commercial transfer of 
cannabis or cannabis products to a customer. 

“Distribution” means the procurement, sale, and transport of cannabis and 
cannabis products between entities licensed under Division 10 of the California 
Business and Professions Code, as the same may be amended from time to time.   

“Manufacture” means to compound, blend, extract, infuse, or otherwise make or 
prepare a cannabis product. 

“MAUCRSA” means the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and 
Safety Act as codified in Division 10 of the Business and Professions Code, and any 
successor provisions thereto, as the same may be amended from time to time.  

 “Person” means any natural person, firm, corporation, association, club, society, 
partnership, joint venture, limited liability company, sole proprietorship, collective, 
cooperative, coop, non-profit, estate, trust, receiver, syndicate, or any other 
organization, group or entity or combination of organizations or entities of any kind 
whatsoever, however formed, as well as trustees, heirs, executors, administrators, 
and/or assigns, and shall also include any owner, operator, manager, proprietor, 
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employee, agent, officer, volunteer, salesperson, trustees, heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns. The term “person” shall also include all persons who have 
an ownership or leasehold interest in any real property, premises and/or structures in 
which commercial cannabis activity is occurring.  

“Qualified patient” means a person who is entitled to the protections of California 
Health and Safety Code Section 11362.5, as the same may be amended from time to 
time. 

 “Primary caregiver” shall have the same meaning as is defined in California 
Health and Safety Code section 11362.7(d), as the same may be amended from time to 
time.  

9.132.020 Prohibited activities. 

A. Commercial cannabis activity, whether or not for profit, is prohibited in the 
city.  No person shall establish, operate, maintain, conduct, allow, or engage in 
commercial cannabis activity anywhere within the city.   

B. A property owner shall not rent, lease or otherwise permit any person or 
business that engages in commercial cannabis activity to occupy real property in the 
city.  A property owner shall not allow any person or business to establish, operate, 
maintain, conduct, or engage in commercial cannabis activity on any real property 
owned or controlled by that property owner that is located in the city. 

C. Subsection A above shall prohibit all activities for which a State license is 
required pursuant to the MAUCRSA, or successor provisions thereto, as the same may 
be amended from time to time.   

D. Subject to the exceptions set forth in Section 9.132.030 below, and to the 
extent not already prohibited by subsection A above, all deliveries of cannabis or 
cannabis products, to or from any location in the city are expressly prohibited.  No 
person shall conduct or perform any delivery of any cannabis or cannabis products, 
which delivery either originates or terminates within the city.   

9.132.030 Exceptions. 

A. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any person from transporting 
cannabis through the jurisdictional limits of the city for delivery or distribution to a person 
located outside the city, where such transport does not involve delivery or distribution 
within the jurisdictional limits of the city and is otherwise in compliance with State law. 

B. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a person 21 years of age or older 
from engaging in any activities authorized under California Health and Safety Code 
section 11362.1. 

C. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any commercial cannabis activity that 
the city is required by State law to permit within its jurisdiction pursuant Business and 
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Professions Code section 26054(c) and (d), as the same may be amended from time to 
time, or any other provision of the MAUCRSA. 

 9.132.040 Violation and penalty. 
 

In addition to any other enforcement permitted by this Chapter 9.132 of the La 
Mirada Municipal Code, the city attorney or city prosecutor may bring a civil action for 
injunctive relief and civil penalties against any person or entity that violates this chapter.  
In any civil action brought pursuant to this chapter, a court of competent jurisdiction may 
award reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs to the prevailing party.  Notwithstanding the 
penalties set forth in Chapter 1.08 of the La Mirada Municipal Code, no provision of this 
chapter authorizes a criminal prosecution, arrest or penalty inconsistent with or 
prohibited by Health and Safety Code section 11362.71, et seq., or section 11362.1, et 
seq., as the same may be amended from time to time.  In the event of any conflict 
between the penalties enumerated under Chapter 1.08 of the La Mirada Municipal Code 
and any penalties set forth in State law, the maximum penalties allowable under State 
law shall govern.” 

 SECTION 5. The term “medical marijuana dispensaries”, as that term is 
used in Sections 21.20.100 and 21.22.090 of Chapters 21.20 and 21.22, 
respectively, of Title 21 (Zoning) of the La Mirada Municipal Code, is hereby 
replaced with the term “commercial cannabis activities”, as that term is defined in 
Chapter 21.48 of Title 21 of the La Mirada Municipal Code. 

SECTION 6. Chapter 21.48 (Medical Marijuana Dispensaries) of Title 
21 (Zoning) of the La Mirada Municipal Code is hereby repealed, provided such 
repeal shall not excuse or otherwise affect any prosecution occurring prior to the 
effective date of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 7. A new Chapter 21.48 is hereby added to Title 21 (Zoning) 
of the La Mirada Municipal Code, to read as follows: 

“Chapter 21.48 

COMMERCIAL CANNABIS USES AND CULTIVATION 

Section 21.48.010: Definitions. 
Section 21.48.020: Prohibited uses. 
Section 21.48.030: Indoor cannabis cultivation. 
Section 21.48.040: Exceptions. 
Section 21.48.050: Violation and penalty. 

21.48.010 Definitions. 
 
For purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
set forth in the MAUCRSA and as set forth below: 
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“Cannabis” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa linnaeus, Cannabis 
indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin, 
whether crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin.  
“Cannabis” also means the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from 
cannabis.  “Cannabis” includes cannabis that is used for medical, non-medical, or other 
purposes.  “Cannabis” does not include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced 
from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks (except the 
resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant which is 
incapable of germination.  “Cannabis” also does not include industrial hemp, as defined 
in California Health and Safety Code section 11018.5. 

“Cannabis product” means cannabis that has undergone a process whereby the 
plant material has been transformed into a concentrate, including, but not limited to, 
concentrated cannabis, or an edible or topical product containing cannabis or 
concentrated cannabis and other ingredients. 

“Commercial cannabis activity” means the cultivation, possession, manufacture, 
distribution, processing, storing, laboratory testing, packaging, labeling, transportation, 
delivery or sale of cannabis and cannabis product for medical, non-medical, or any 
other purpose and includes the activities of any business licensed by the State or other 
government entity under Division 10 of the California Business and Professions Code, 
or any provision of State law that regulates the licensing of cannabis businesses.  
Commercial cannabis activity does not include the cultivation, possession, storage, 
manufacturing, or transportation of cannabis by a qualified patient for his or her 
personal medical use so long as the qualified patient does not provide, donate, sell or 
distribute cannabis to any other person.  Commercial cannabis activity also does not 
include the cultivation, possession, storage, manufacturing, transportation, donation or 
provision of cannabis by a primary caregiver, exclusively for the personal medical 
purposes of no more than five specified qualified patients for whom he or she is the 
primary caregiver, but who does not receive remuneration for these activities except for 
compensation in full compliance with California Health and Safety Code section 
11362.765. 

“Commercial cannabis use” means the use of any property for commercial 
cannabis activity. 

“Compassionate Use Act” means the Compassionate Use Act of 1996 
(Proposition 215), codified as California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.5. 

“Concentrated cannabis” means manufactured cannabis that has undergone a 
process to concentrate one or more active cannabinoids, thereby increasing the 
product’s potency.  Resin from granular trichomes from a cannabis plant is a 
concentrate.  
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“Cultivation” means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, 
drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis. 

“Delivery” means the commercial transfer of cannabis or cannabis products to a 
customer.  “Delivery” also includes the use by a retailer of any technology platform 
owned and controlled by the retailer. 

“Distribution” means the procurement, sale, and transport of cannabis and 
cannabis products between entities licensed under Division 10 of the California 
Business and Professions Code, as the same may be amended from time to time.   

“Fully enclosed and secure structure” means a space within a building, 
greenhouse or other structure which has a complete roof enclosure supported by 
connecting walls extending from the ground to the roof, which is secure against 
unauthorized entry, provides complete visual screening, and which is accessible only 
through one or more lockable doors and inaccessible to minors.   

“Indoor” means within a fully enclosed and secure structure. 

“Manufacture” means to compound, blend, extract, infuse, or otherwise make or 
prepare a cannabis product. 

“MAUCRSA” means the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and 
Safety Act as codified in Division 10 of the Business and Professions Code, and any 
successor provisions thereto, as the same may be amended from time to time.  

“Medical Marijuana Program” means California Health and Safety Code Sections 
11362.7 through 11362.83, as such statutes may be amended from time to time.  

“Outdoors” means any location that is not within a fully enclosed and secure 
structure. 

 “Person” means any natural person, firm, corporation, association, club, society, 
partnership, joint venture, limited liability company, sole proprietorship, collective, 
cooperative, coop, non-profit, estate, trust, receiver, syndicate, or any other 
organization, group or entity or combination of organizations or entities of any kind 
whatsoever, however formed, as well as trustees, heirs, executors, administrators, 
and/or assigns, and shall also include any owner, operator, manager, proprietor, 
employee, agent, officer, volunteer, salesperson, trustees, heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns. The term “person” shall also include all persons who have 
an ownership or leasehold interest in any real property, premises and/or structures in 
which commercial cannabis activity is occurring. 

“Primary caregiver” means the individual, designated by a qualified patient or by 
a person with an identification card, who has consistently assumed responsibility for the 
housing, health, or safety of that patient or person pursuant to the requirements of the 
Compassionate Use Act and the Medical Marijuana Program. 
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“Private residence” means a house, an apartment unit, condominium, or other 
similar dwelling that is lawfully used as a residence.  

 “Qualified patient” means a person who is entitled to the protections of California 
Health and Safety Code section 11362.5, as the same may be amended from time to 
time, but who does not have an identification card.  

 “Primary caregiver” shall have the same meaning as is defined in California 
Health and Safety Code section 11362.7(d), as the same may be amended from time to 
time.  

“Private residence” means a house, an apartment unit, a mobile unit, or other 
similar dwelling that is lawfully used as a residence. 

 21.48.020 Prohibited uses.  

A. Commercial cannabis uses are expressly prohibited in all zones and 
overlay districts in the city.  No person shall establish, operate, maintain, conduct or 
allow commercial cannabis uses anywhere within the city.  The city shall not approve 
any application for a building permit, conditional use permit, variance, or any other 
entitlement authorizing the establishment, operation, maintenance, development, or 
construction of any commercial cannabis use. 

B. Outdoor cannabis cultivation is expressly prohibited everywhere in the 
city.  No person owning, renting, leasing, occupying or having charge or possession of 
any parcel shall cause or allow such parcel to be used for cultivating cannabis outdoors. 

C. Indoor cannabis cultivation, including cultivation by a qualified patient and 
primary caregiver, is prohibited except in strict compliance with Section 21.48.030. 

21.48.030 Indoor cannabis cultivation. 

It is hereby declared to be a public nuisance for any person owning, leasing, 
occupying, or having charge or possession of any real property in the city to cause or 
allow such real property to be used for the cultivation of cannabis except in strict 
compliance with the requirements set forth below.   

A. Cannabis cultivation shall only occur indoors at a private residence, or 
inside an enclosed accessory structure located upon the grounds of a private residence. 

B. Only persons twenty-one (21) years of age or older may cultivate 
cannabis.  Any cannabis cultivation must comply with the requirements set forth in 
California Health and Safety Code sections 11362.1 and 11362.2.  

C. Cannabis cultivation is permitted only within fully enclosed and secure 
structures.   

D. Cannabis cultivation is limited to six plants total. 
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21.48.040 Exceptions. 

A. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any person from transporting 
cannabis through the jurisdictional limits of the city for delivery or distribution to a person 
located outside the city, where such transport does not involve delivery or distribution 
within the jurisdictional limits of the city. 

B. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a person 21 years of age or older 
from engaging in any activities authorized under California Health and Safety Code 
section 11362.1. 

C. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any commercial cannabis activity that 
the city is required by State law to permit within its jurisdiction pursuant to Business and 
Profession Code section 26054(c) and (d), as the same may be amended from time to 
time, or any other provision of the MAUCRSA. 

 21.48.050 Violation and penalty. 

In addition to any other enforcement permitted by this Chapter 21.48 of the La 
Mirada Municipal Code, the city attorney or city prosecutor may bring a civil action for 
injunctive relief and civil penalties against any person or entity that violates this chapter.  
In any civil action brought pursuant to this article, a court of competent jurisdiction may 
award reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs to the prevailing party.  Notwithstanding the 
penalties set forth in Chapter 1.08 of the La Mirada Municipal Code, no provision of this 
chapter authorizes a criminal prosecution, arrest or penalty inconsistent with or 
prohibited by Health and Safety Code section 11362.71, et seq., or section 11362.1, et 
seq., as the same may be amended from time to time.  In the event of any conflict 
between the penalties enumerated under Chapter 1.08 of the La Mirada Municipal Code 
and any penalties set forth in State law, the maximum penalties allowable under State 
law shall govern.” 

SECTION 8. As of the effective date of this Ordinance, Interim 
Ordinance Nos. 677-U, 679-U, 685-U, 686-U and 687-U are hereby repealed.  

SECTION 9. Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance for any reason is held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 
this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this 
Ordinance, and each section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, 
or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be 
declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

 SECTION 10.  Savings Clause.  Neither the adoption of this Ordinance 
or the repeal of any other Ordinance of this City shall in any manner affect the 
prosecution for violations of ordinances, which violations were committed prior to 
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the effective date hereof, nor be construed as a waiver of any penalty or the 
penal provisions applicable to any violation thereof.   

 SECTION 11. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this 
Ordinance and cause this Ordinance to be posted in three (3) public places 
within the City of La Mirada within fifteen (15) days after its passage in the 
manner prescribed by Resolution No. 03-01. 

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of __________________ 2017. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
Ed Eng, Mayor 

Attest: 
I, Anne Haraksin, City Clerk of the City of La Mirada, California, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the La Mirada City 
Council held on the 10th day of October 2017, and was finally adopted at a regular 
meeting of the City Council of the City of La Mirada held on ____ day of __________, 
2017, by the following vote: 
 

MOTION CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:   
ABSTAIN:  
         

        _______________________________           
    Anne Haraksin, City Clerk 

 


